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Process and criteria for the assessment of learning network proposals

Process

All learning network proposals will be received by NIACE no later than 5pm on Monday 19th March 2007.

All proposals will be assessed against the six sections of the specification.

Consideration will also be given to the comments of the local LSC partnership team and the Project Manager in terms of:

· The geographical coverage of the proposed network
· The network’s potential to be sustained beyond the life of the ESF project
· The network’s potential to link, where appropriate, with the:

· national requirement for PCDL partnerships

· Regional Economic Strategy

· local area agreement

· local authority, and
· local strategic partnership 
· wider partnerships
The Laying the Foundations ESF Project Steering Group, learning network assessment panel, will assess all proposals.

The assessment of learning network proposals will result in one of three outcomes:

· Learning network proposal approved and first phase funding released for work on development plan

· Learning network proposal referred back for further work 

· Learning network proposal not approved

The decision of the assessment panel will be reached by consensus and will be final.

Learning networks will be notified of the assessment panel’s decision by Friday 30 March 2007.

Assessment Criteria

	Criteria
	Agree
	Unsure
	Disagree
	Evidence
	Action

	Proposal checklist complete and signed
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Partnership details and declaration forms completed 
	
	
	
	
	

	The network has an appropriate range of partners including the Voluntary and Community Sector and statutory providers (eg FE colleges and Local Authority Adult Education Services)
	
	
	
	
	

	2. The network has a clear strategy for its development and sustainability

	2A The network is clear about its:

· Mission

· Vision

· Values

· Objectives

And can relate these to the values and objectives of the ESF project
	
	
	
	
	

	2B The network is building upon existing good practice
	
	
	
	
	

	2C The network is widely inclusive 
	
	
	
	
	

	2D The network will develop fair and equitable partnerships 
	
	
	
	
	

	2E The network describes how it will plan for its sustainability 
	
	
	
	
	

	3. The network is clear about how it will meet the needs of learners

	3A The network describes how it will research and record the needs and interests of learners and inform the development of local learning programmes
	
	
	
	
	

	3B The network describes how it will align resources and promote the development of effective agreements between network partners
	
	
	
	
	

	3C The network describes how it will promote learning to, and support opportunities for, individuals and communities
	
	
	
	
	

	4. The network has a clear strategy for how it will align resources and advocate for the adult learning agenda

	4A The network describes how it will develop understanding of the opportunities and constraints of public funding for adult learners
	
	
	
	
	

	4B The network describes how it will develop strategic links with funding and planning partners
	
	
	
	
	

	5. The network has a clear strategy for how it will share good practice with others

	5A The network describes how it will share the outcomes of its work at local and regional level
	
	
	
	
	

	6. The network has an appropriate infrastructure and is well managed

	6A The network has competent personnel involved in its management and coordination
	
	
	
	
	

	6B The network has appropriate resources to support the delivery and management of its work
	
	
	
	
	

	6C The work of, and opportunities for, the network will be widely accessible
	
	
	
	
	

	6D The network will ensure the quality of its work through a robust self-assessment process
	
	
	
	
	

	6E The network will ensure that the provisions within the lead organisation’s plans and policies are embedded
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Evidence
	Action

	Geographical area the network covers
	
	

	Comments of LLSC
	
	

	Comments of Project Manager
	
	


	
	Approved
	Referred
	Not 

Approved
	Comment
	Action

	Decision of Assessment Panel


	
	
	
	
	

	Signed by Chair
	

	Date
	


�  Learning and Skills Council (2006) National Office Raising our game: Our Annual Statement of Priorities 





�   South East England Development Agency (2006) The Regional Economic Strategy for the South East 2006-2016





�   A Local Area Agreement (LAA) is a three year agreement that sets out the priorities for a local area agreed between Central government, represented by


   the Government Office, and a local area, represented by local authorities and Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) and other key partners at local level. The


   primary objective of an LAA is to deliver better outcomes for local people.
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